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What is the  
co-contribution?

The co-contribution is simply 
an extra payment from the 
government into your super 
account. The government  
will contribute 50¢ for every 
dollar you put in up to a 
maximum of  $500.



How much can I get?
The most you can receive is $500. The co-contribution 
reduces once your total income is more than $37,697 and  
cuts out completely once your total income is more than 
$52,697 (for the 2018/19 year).

But I can’t afford that much.
Let’s say you’re earning $31,000. On that salary, you could put 
in $1,000 and get an additional $500 from the government. 
However, if you decide you can only afford $200 this year,  
the government will still match that with another $100. 

You choose the amount you want to put  
in and the government will contribute,  
up to the maximum amount allowed for 
your income.

Can I spread my payments?
You can spread your payments over the year – you don’t have 
to pay it all in one go, or you can pay directly into your Cbus 
account. Alternatively, your employer might agree to submit 
your payments to your Cbus account from your after-tax 
salary each pay.

Tax file number (TFN)
If Cbus does not hold your TFN, we will not be able  
to accept personal contributions from you. To advise us  
of your TFN please call us or supply it online at  
www.cbussuper.com.au/tfn.

How do I get the money from the 
government?
This is the easy part. We advise the government that  
you have made the contribution(s) and the government  
checks your tax return to make sure you’re eligible. The  
co-contribution is then paid directly into your super account. 
You don’t have to fill in any extra forms during the year.



Am I eligible?
You will generally be eligible for the co-contribution if:

■■ your total income is less than $37,697 (or less than 
$52,697 for a reduced co-contribution)*

■■ 10% or more of your total income is from eligible 
employment related activities (e.g. as an employee,  
or running a business, or both)

■■ you’re a permanent resident of Australia and under  
age 71 at the end of the financial year

■■ you make a personal contribution to your super  
account and don’t claim a deduction for it

■■ you lodge a tax return for the year of income
■■ you’ve supplied your TFN to Cbus
■■ your total super balance is less than $1.6 million*  

at the end of the previous financial year
■■ you haven’t contributed more than your after-tax  

(non-concessional) contributions cap for the relevant  
financial year.

*  These are the limits for the 2017/18 financial year. Total income  
includes assessable income plus reportable fringe benefits and 
reportable super contributions (e.g. salary sacrifice contributions  
or certain concessional contributions).

Need help?  
Cbus is here to help, so if you’re not sure if 
you’re eligible you can:

Call on 1300 361 784 and  
we can help you find out.

Visit www.ato.gov.au for  
further information.



How do I make my payment(s)?

Cheque
Send it along with the attached slip back to Cbus  
at Locked Bag 5056, Parramatta NSW 2124.

BPAY

This is available through Member Online, Cbus’ online facility.  
Simply call us on 1300 361 784 to register.

Direct Debit 
Call us and request a Direct Debit form to have regular 
contributions deducted from your bank account.



See how a little bit now can make a big 
difference later...

Contributing just $20 a week into your super 
account during your apprenticeship could make a 
huge difference to the amount of money you have 
when you retire.

Take a look at Josh and Glen who, at age 20, have both just 
started their apprenticeships.

At retirement, Josh has $29,579 more  
in his super account than Glen.

The results are based on the following assumptions: Apprentice wage –  
year 1 $26,000, year 2 $30,000, year 3 $33,000, year 4 $40,000, thereafter 
$55,000 p.a. increasing by 3.5% p.a. (relates to wage growth), 2.5% p.a.  
inflation, 9.5% p.a. employer Superannuation Guarantee contributions  
and a 7% p.a. net earning rate after all fees, charges and taxes.

Josh contributes an extra $20 per week from his after-tax income for 4 years, 
then none thereafter. As a result Josh qualifies for the co-contribution of  
$500 in year 1, $500 in year 2, $500 in year 3 and $488 in year 4. All figures  
are in today’s dollars after allowing for 2.5% p.a. inflation. 

Glen does not contribute additional in years 1 to 4 and therefore does not  
receive any co-contribution.

 *Apprentice salary figures are indicative only.

Josh Glen

Earning $26,000*  
(apprentice wage)

Contributes an extra  
$20 a week to his super 
during his apprenticeship

Josh retires at age  
67 with a balance  
of $587,144

Earning $26,000*  
(apprentice wage)

Doesn’t contribute anything 
extra to his super during  
his apprenticeship

Glen retires at age  
67 with a balance  
of $557,565



This information is about Cbus. It doesn’t take into account your specific 
needs, so you should look at your own financial position, objectives and 
requirements before making any financial decisions. Read the relevant Cbus 
Product Disclosure Statement to decide whether Cbus is right for you. 

Cbus’ Trustee: United Super Pty Ltd ABN 46 006 261 623 AFSL 233792  
Cbus ABN 75 493 363 262
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Cbus 
Locked Bag 5056 
Parramatta NSW 2124

1300 361 784  
8am - 8pm (AEST) Monday - Friday

www.cbussuper.com.au

cbusenq@cbussuper.com.au



Personal contribution slip  Please use black or blue pen and CAPITAL letters. 

Use this contribution slip to make a personal contribution to your super account.  
Note: There may be restrictions on the amount of personal (after-tax) contributions you can make. You should refer to the website  
www.cbussuper.com.au or contact Cbus on 1300 361 784 if you are unsure about your ability to make contributions.
If Cbus does not hold your Tax File Number (TFN), we will not be able to accept personal contributions from you.
To advise us of your TFN please call us or visit www.cbussuper.com.au/tfn.

Membership number Date of birth

              D  D  
/
 M  M  

/
 Y  Y  Y  Y

Full name of account holder

                               

I confirm that I am entitled to make a personal contribution to Cbus

Sign here: Date

D  D  
/
 M   M  

/
 2  0  Y  Y

AMOUNT OF PERSONAL CONTRIBUTION

Cheques to be payable to ‘Cbus’

$  .   

If you require additional slips you can download them from  
www.cbussuper.com.au/co-contributions or contact  
Cbus on 1300 361 784.

Send the completed slip and cheque to:   
Locked Bag 5056, Parramatta NSW 2124

Cbus’ Trustee is United Super Pty Ltd 
ABN 46 006 261 623 AFSL 233792 
Cbus ABN 75 493 363 262

Privacy: Please refer to the Cbus Privacy Policy and Personal Information Collection Statement at www.cbussuper.com.au/privacy for details about how Cbus collects  
and discloses personal information or call us for a copy. 13
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