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cover to start soon
New rules from the Australian Government will take effect on 1 April 2020.

The Government has changed the laws that apply to 
automatic insurance in super, which is the death and 
disability cover most members receive when they  
join Cbus.

For most Cbus members nothing will change.

If the changes do apply to you, don’t worry. We have 
already been (or will soon be) in contact to help you to 
understand how the changes affect you and what  
your options are.

If you’re impacted by these changes, from 1 April 2020 
unless you specifically choose to have insurance you 
generally won’t receive automatic cover until: 

■■ your account balance reaches $6,000, and
■■ you’ve turned 25 years old. 

Other conditions may apply to when cover starts,  
such as receiving an on-time employer contribution.

Cbus has been working hard for you 
Cbus with support from other industry organisations 
lobbied the Government to reduce the impact these 
changes could have on workers in dangerous jobs.  
We’re pleased to report that as a result of this lobbying 
many members who work in dangerous jobs, and 
who rely on our purpose-built insurance, will now be 
protected from these changes.

We’re leaving you in control – and 
ready to help when you need it
The protection Cbus cover provides members is 
important where serious injury and death are real risks. 
We’ll continue to provide access to cover, tailored for 
workers in your industry, along with clear information 
to make sure you understand the costs and benefits of 
having, or not having, cover with Cbus. 

See pages 4 to 5 for more important insurance updates.
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Having a skilled qualification that could support her
and her young family in any location was an important
consideration for Jess, and after a lot of careful
thought, she decided to learn a trade.

Jess settled on training to become an electrician,
at first thinking that it wouldn’t be as messy as
other trades.

“I can tell you now it’s a myth because I work with
oily circuit breakers all day – it’s definitely not a
‘clean’ trade!”

I had lots of jobs and too many
super accounts
Having spent most of her early working life in various
retail jobs, Jess had several super accounts set up, all
with pretty low balances. Like most people her age,
she wasn’t particularly interested in super.

“Because I couldn’t see it, it didn’t really exist to me –
I had about four different super accounts, all with
not much in them.”

After chatting with Cbus representatives at an
apprentice conference, she realised she needed to
combine her super accounts, especially considering
she was paying fees on each of them. “Cbus took care
of it all for me online, in one sitting. They sorted out
where the funds were, sent the letters out to close the
other accounts down – it was very, very easy!”

Now my super’s fighting fit!
Now that her super is well looked after, Jess can focus
her spare time on her other interests, which include
medieval sword fighting.

“We have swords, shields, axes, all sorts. It’s a bit
unusual but I had some friends who were into it, and I
was always interested in the history side of it. You can
do it competitively, but I prefer the social aspect.”

And for any other young members starting out in the
industry, Jess recommends asking as many questions
as possible.

“There’s never a stupid question; be open about the
fact that you are still learning, and you don’t know
everything.”

When it comes to your super, Cbus is here to help you understand your options. If you have a question,
just give us a call on 1300 361 784, or have chat with one of our Coordinators when they visit your worksite.

Jess gives her
super a fighting
chance
29-year old Cbus member Jess Ellis has tried
her hand at a few things in her career so far,
including FIFO (Fly-In, Fly-Out), retail work and
studying history at uni, but sitting at a desk
all day wasn’t for her.

“ Cbus took care of it all for
me online, in one sitting –
it was very, very easy!”

Help if you don’t know what to do

	�
For more information about these changes or to understand what they might mean for you,  
visit cbussuper.com.au/changes-to-your-super or call us on 1300 361 784.

	�
You can also speak to a local Cbus Coordinator for face-to-face support – visit  
cbussuper.com.au/coordinators. 
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